
If you are new to Plein Air painting 
this is the Workshop for you! 

Stephen is a nationally recognized plein air 

painter.  He has won over 20 plein air awards in 

the last 5 years, including several “Best of 

Shows”.  Stephen has been awarded for oils, 

watercolors, and charcoal, he has a wealth of 

knowledge to share with participating artists. 

Not only is Stephen knowledgeable in the area of 

plein air techniques, but he is also proficient in delivering instruction.  A veteran of the 

classroom for 21 years, Stephen knows how to help his students understand what it 

takes to make plein air enjoyable and, 

with practice, successful!   

Please make plans to attend, and know 

that above all, the goal of the class will 

be to “have fun!” 
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Stephen Henry 
Plein Air Basics with Your Favorite Medium! 

July 10, 11 & 12, 2020 

$300 

Mail to: 
Steamboat Art Museum 

P.O. Box 883434, Steamboat Springs, CO 80488 
970-870-1755 



 

Materials List 
Sturdy field easel 

Light enough to transport, yet strong enough to withstand elements 
“French” style easels are pretty good for beginners; I suggest Josh Been’s “Daytripper” if you are seriously considering 

making this a habit! 
A mixing palette / surface 

A field sketch book, no bigger than 9” x 12” 
Prismacolor Value markers, 20%, 30% and 50%, -OR- Charcoal pencils 
A Sharpie pen, or Ultra Fine point Sharpie Marker 
Your chosen medium, with a limited palette 

I will be gearing this event towards oil painting, but I will try to accommodate any medium.  Please be aware that different 
mediums = different problems to solve! 

For oil and acrylic painters color palettes: 
Alizarin Crimson 
Cadmium Red (M) 
Cobalt Blue 
Ultramarine Blue 
Cadmium Yellow (M) 
Yellow Ochre 
Titanium White 
A tiny tube of Mars or Ivory Black! 
This is my go-to palette.  There may be one or two “outlying” colors I include, depending on the season, 

but I will only use these colors for my demonstration. 
I recommend Gamblin Oil colors or Utrecht.  For Acrylic painters, a quality paint is crucial.  Cheap 

acrylics have little pigmentation, and are like painting with colored Vaseline! 
For watercolor enthusiasts: 

Same as above, Except: 
Make sure you have a color called “Brown Madder”, by Winsor Newton.  It is a great “earthy” 

red! 
Oil painters “Stuff”: 

Odorless paint thinner (Gamsol) 
Alkyd medium (Galkyd or Liquin) 
Paper towels 
Vine charcoal 
Waterbased markers (Gray and earthy tones.  Kid markers work) 

Acrylic painters “stuff” 
Paper towels 
Vine charcoal 
Spray bottle with water 
Acrylic retarder, (slow-drying additive), cake glycerin will work 

Canvases 
I suggest a linen canvas mounted on a board such as Masonite or gator foam, sizes between 8“ x 10” and up to 11” x 14”.  

We will “tone” the canvases with a light wash of yellow ochre prior to painting. 
A stretched canvas will suffice; it can be quite distracting and even aggravating, however, when the sunlight or reflected light 

shines through the back of your canvas 
Watercolor paper 

I would suggest Arches 300 lbs cold-pressed, taped to a sturdy but light board.  Sizes from 7.5” x 11’ to 11” x 15” are ideal. 
*Make sure you have a hat, sunscreen, and hydration.  I would suggest wearing clothing that is neutral in color, such as grays or blacks, to 
avoid reflecting a light on your canvas that interferes with your understanding of colors.  I also wear polarized sunglasses when creating 
value sketches and washes; staring at a white sketchbook or blank canvas can be taxing on the eyes! 
Most of all, bring an adventurous attitude and a daredevil approach!  Don’t be afraid of failing, but don’t expect anything less than 
success!!!  See you on the painting trail!!! 
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